Parnell
twice every summer he was prevailed upon by his sister
[Mrs. Evans] to tear himself from his work and pay her a few
weeks* visit in the country at Portrane; and to her and to all
her visitors he preached incessantly his monotonous appeal:
' Repent; and cease to eat good dinners, and devote yourselves
to compiling texts !* * * * At last one day, late in the
autumnal twilight, the porter, whose duty it was to shut up
the office, entered the room and found the old man sitting
quietly in his chair where he had laboured so long * * * fallen
into the last long sleep * . *"
with his texts still incompletely arranged and the solution
of all the questions that vex the human mind undiscovered.
We shall have occasion to refer to Mrs* Evans in the second
chapter, but we may here note that Lord Congleton's heir,
the second peer, carried on the Parnell tendency to eccentric
behaviour by leading the Plymouth Brethren in Ireland, and
that Charles Stewart Parnell himself was for a short period
attracted by the dismal doctrines of that singular society
of Christians* " I like their quietness/' he said to Mr* T* P.
O'Connor*
The third of Sir John ParnelFs sons was William, the
grandfather of Charles Stewart Parnell*1 He was the first
of his family to live at Avondale, which had been settled on
Sir John by one of his friends and admirers, Colonel Samuel
Hayes, a barrister-at-law* " The will of Colonel Hayes
contained a curious provision that the estate of Avondale
should always pass to a younger member of the family (it
being considered, no doubt, that the older members would be
sufficiently provided for out of the ancestral estates in the
counties of Armagh and Queen's); and it also stipulated that
the owners of Avondale should take the name of Hayes, or
Parnell-Hayes, My grandfather was known as William
Parnell-Hayes, but the name Hayes has for some reason been
1 Arthur, of whom we have no other information, was the youngest*
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